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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 

AFFAIRS 


SUBJECT: Loan of South Vietnamese Riverine Craft to the Khmer Navy (S) 


(S) Ambassador Martin has reported that President Thieu has agreed to a 
direct loan of four Riverine Monitors to the Cambodian Navy to assist with 
minesweeping in the Mekong River. CINCPAC and the Chairman of the JCS 
support the loan request. These monitors are heavily armored, and can 
operate under intense fire. In turn, these vessels will greatly enhance 
the MNK's minesweeping capability in those stretches of the river con- 
trolled by the enemy. The 12 monitors now possessed by the Cambodian 
Navy are not sufficient to accomplish both security and minesweeping tasks. 
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before proceeding with the transfer. The period of the loan is expected 
to be at least six months. It is understood the loan arrangements will 
provide that in the event of loss or destruction of any of the borrowed 
vessels, the Government of the Khmer Republic will provide an equal number 

of equivalent vessels upon termination of the loan period as may be avail- 

able from among the MAP provided vessels belonging to the Khmer Republic. 

(S) The importance of the Mekong lifeline to the survival of Cambodia 
and the potential contribution of these four monitors to reopening the 
river justify us running the risk of unfavorable reaction from some 
members of Congress and proceeding as rapidly as possible with the loan. 
Consequently, unless you have reservations, the Department of Defense 
intends to notify the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives on Tuesday, 25 February 1975, of this direct 
transfer between the Government of South Vietnam and the Government of 
the Khmer Republic. If Congress does not interpose specific objections 
by 13 March 1975, the governments of both countries will be notified that 
the United States Government concurs in the consummation of the loan. 

(U) Attached are the letters which will effect such notification. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 


JJsnnFlNATJQMAi. 

SECURITY AFFAIRS 



i , 


Honorable Nelson Rockefeller 
President of the United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Secretary of Defense has asked me to notify you that, acting on behalf 
of the President of the United States, he intends to give United States 
consent to the disposition of k Riverine Monitors (converted LCM 6) wit 
associated equipment by the Government of the Republic of Vietnam y oan 
to the Government of the Khmer Republic. Such consent is authorized by 
Daraaraph (2) of subsection A01 (a) of the Armed Forces Supplemental 

aftnn Authorization. 1966. as amended (P.L. 89-367, approved on 
March^'l 5~ i 966, as amended) , and by subsection 505(a) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended. A similar notification is being 
given to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Provided that the United States consents, the Government ofthe Republic 
of Vietnam is prepared to lend such defense articles whicn 1 own 
Government of the Khmer Republic. The Mekong River which the lifeline 
to the survival of Cambodia has been closed to resupply traff c because 

of Khmer Communist activity. Th J , T ! that' he'vessels 

iuloSE. pursuant to arrange- 

ments between the Vietnamese and Khmer Governments, that they wi 
use5 by the Khmer Navy in its efforts to reopen and secure the Mekong as 
a supply route, and that they will be returned to the Government of the 
Republic of Vietnam when no longer required by the Government 
Republic. It is understood that such arrangements will provide th , 
the event of loss or destruction of any of the borrowed vesse s, the 
Government of the Khmer Republic will replace it with an equal " u "\ 

of equivalent vessels upon termination of the loan penod y military 

available from among those vessels provided under the United St m. . tary 
assistance program to the Khmer Republic. For such purposes . t is "tended 
that the United States will consent to such replacement transfer to th 
Government of the Republic of Vietnam as authorized by subsect ion 505(a) 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. as amended, and that this let er 
also constitutes the notice required by subsection 505(e) of that Act_ 

Any such replacement vessels transferred by the Government o 

Repub 1 i c to^he Government of the Republic of Vietnam would, of course, 
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be subject to the same restrictions on use and transfer as the Vietnamese 
vessels to be lent, which restrictions are set forth in the governing 
military assistance agreements between the United States. and the Republic 
of Vietnam. 


Sincerely yours, 



Cy to: Jnternatio. t j. i i^y Affairs 

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 


INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

Honorable Carl Albert 
Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Hr. Speaker: 

The Secretary of Defense has asked' me to notify you that, acting on behalf 
of the President of the United States, he intends to give United States 
consent to the disposition of 4 Riverine Monitors (converted LCM-6) with 
associated equipment by the Government of the Republic of Vietnam by loan 
to the Government of the Khmer Republic. Such consent is authorized by 
paragraph (2) of subsection ^01 (a) of the Armed Forces Supplemental 
Appropriation Authorization, 1966, as amended (P.L. 89 - 367 , approved on 
March 15, 1966, as amended), and by subsection 505(a) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended. A similar notification is being 
given to the President of the Senate- 

Provided that the United States consents, the Government of the Republic 
of Vietnam is prepared to lend such defense articles which it owns to the 
Government of the Khmer Republic. The Mekong River which i s the 1 1 fel . ne 
to the survival of Cambodia has been closed to resupply traffic because 
of Khmer Communist activity. The riverine vessels will greatly enhance 
the Khmer Navy minesweeping capability. It is expected that the vessels 
will be on loan for a period of at least six months pursuant to. arrange- 
ments between the Vietnamese and Khmer governments, that they will be used 
by the Khmer Navy in its efforts to reopen and secure the Mekong as a 
supply route, and that they will be returned to the Government of the 
Republic of Vietnam when no longer required by the Government of the Khmer 
Republic. It is understood that such arrangements will provide that, 
in the event of loss or destruction of any of the borrowed vessels, the 
Government of the Khmer Republic will replace it with an equal num er o 
equivalent vessels upon termination of the loan period as may. be available 
from among those vessels provided under the United States. mi 1 1 tary ass is- 
tance program to the Khmer Republic. For such purposes, it is inten e 
that the United States will consent to such replacement transfer to the 
Government of the Republic of Vietnam as authorized by subsection 505(a) 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, and that th.< s letter 
also constitutes the notice required by subsection 505(e) o t at c 
Any such replacement vessels transferred by the Government of the Khmer 
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Republic to the Government of the Republic 
be subject to the same restrictions on use 
vessels to be lent, which restrictions are 
military assistance agreements between the 
of Vietnam. 


of Vietnam would , of course, 
and transfer as the Vietnamese 
set forth in the governing 
United States and the Republic 


Sincerely yours, 



Assistant .secretary of Defense 
International Security Affairs 

Cy to: 

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
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